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Map shows area and extent of the U.s.-Mexican boundary survey and that portion specifically assigned to
Charles Radziminski. Drawn by George Shimshock and provided courtesy of the author.

Charles Radziminski and the
United States-,-Mexican
B'oundatySurvey
FRANCIS C. KAJENCKI

The United States-Mexican boundary survey remains 'a unique expe-,
tiencefor bothcounti"ies. It was extraordinarily long, some two thousand miles. But more important, the survey ha'd vast political
consequence. For Mexico, ,the established line finally stabilized the
borderlands and undoubtedly dissuaded the Americans from seizing
more territory. To be sure, the Mexicans had witnessed the consequences of "Manifest Destiny" 'as the United States asserted sovereignty
over Texas, New Mexico; Arizona, and California. For the United States,
the new boundary confirmed the huge acquisition of land conquered
during the war of 1846":'1848. 1
The two governments underscored the importance of the survey
by including it in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and by giving the
Mexican and American boundary commissioners treaty-making powers. Secretary of State James Buchan'an told first U.S. commissioner
John B. Weller that the ~'action of the commission, therefore, will be
final and conclusive...." The treaty of February 2, 1848; directed the
Francis C. Kajencki, a retired army colonel, lives in EI Paso and is the author of a
biography of Civil War General Joseph Karge, 'Star on Many a,Battlefield. His 'ongoing
research and writing is about Poles in the nineteenth-century Southwest.
1. K. Jack Bauer, The Mexican War, 1846--1848 (New York: Macmillan Publishing Co.,
1974), xix.
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two commissioners to draw a boundary from the Pacific to the Rio
Grande, and along that river to the Gulf of Mexito. 2
Charles Radziminski, a Polish emigre, played a significant role in
the demarcation of the boundary. Appointed principal assistant surveyor in 1851, he joined the U.s. boundary commission, headed by
John Russell Bartlett. Despite changes in commissioners Radziminski
continued to serve in positions of increasing responsibility. When Major
William H. Emory took charge following the Gadsden Purchase, he
selected only those individuals who had proven themselves in past
survey work. Emory not only chose Radziminski but also gave him
the next highest position, that of boundary commission secretary.
Radziminski, like many of his compatriots who came to America,
experienced a series of adventures. He was born into a patriotic family
of Polish gentry in 1805. They lived in Warsaw in a part of the former
Polish commonwealth called the Congress Kingdom of Poland, whose
ruler was the Russian Tsar Paul. Although the Poles in the Congress
Kingdom possessed some autonomy, they yearned for an independent
country. Lieutenant Radziminski took part in the uprising that erupted
in November 1830. The year-long rebellion failed, however, and Radziminski escaped to Austria. On March 28, 1834, he arrived in New
York with a group of 234 exiles. 3
Once in America, Radziminski gravitated to the nation's capital,
though what persuaded him to go there is not known. In 1840, he
found employment as a civil engineer with the James River and Kanawha Company of Richmond, Virginia, engaged at the time in completing a canal along the James River to Buchanan. With outbreak of
the war with Mexico in 1846, Radziminski volunteered to serve hisadopted country. Commissioned as a second lieutenant, he joined the
Third United States Dragoons as the quartermaster officer and later as
adjutant. The regiment was divided and deployed in two zones, half
joining General Zachary Taylor'S army along the Rio Grande, and the
2. James Buchanan to John B. Weller, February 13, 1849, "Report of the Secretary
of the Interior in Answer to a Resolution of the Senate calling for Information in Relation
to the Operation of the Commission appointed to run and mark the boundary between
the United States and Mexico," Senate Exec. Doc. 34, 31st Congo 1st sess., 4; Article V,
Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, February 2, 1848, in William H. Emory, Report of the United
States and Mexican Boundary Survey (2 vols., Washington, D.C.: A.O.P. Nicholson Printer,
1857), I: xv.
3. Jerzy Jan. Lerski, A Polish Chapter in Jacksonian America (Madison: University of
Wisconsin Press, 1958),94-97; Florian Stasik, Polish Political Emigration in the United States
of America, 1831-1864 (Warsaw: State Educational Publishers, 1973), 72-76, 301; Francis
Bolek, ed., Who's Who in Polish America (New York: Harbinger House, 1943),370.
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other half-being assigned with other reinforcements to General Winfield
Scott in his campaign to capture Mexico City. Radziminski served with
the regimental headquarters in Matamoros and Mier and was honorably discharged 'at Jefferson Barracks, Missouri, on July 31, 1848. 4
'The former lieutenant returned to Washington, where he joined
the Northeast Boundary Commission. Under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel James D. Graham of the Army Topographical Engineers,
the Commission was busily reconstructing maps of the survey between
Canada and Maine, which had been destroyed by fire in April 1848.
The project received high priority when Great Britain asked for copies.
Graham employed Radziminski from September 1, 1848, at an annual
salary of fIfteen hundred dollars. 5
Radziminski's work impressed Graham, and he chose him and
Lieutenant George Thom t(l re-survey a section of the Mason-Dixon
line. The project involved the boundaries of Pennsylvania, Maryland,
and Delaware. Beginning November 16, 1849, the field work was carried on for nearly three months. Thom worked theJirst and last weeks
while Radziminski ran the survey fro~ beginning to end. The colonel's
report acknowledged the valua~le work of the two surveyors. Radziminski's experience gained ,on the Ma~on-DiXon line led to his assignment with the joint U.S.-Mexican survey.6
Under Commissioner Weller, the demarcation between Califo.rnia
and Mexico was made first. The incoqling Whig administration of pr~s
ident Zachary Taylor replaced Weller with John Russell Bartlett of Rhode
Island in June 1850 and made other changes as well. Graham became
the principal astronomer and headed the commission's scientific corps.
Radziminski was appointed principal assistant to the surveyor, Andrew
B. G~ay, taking the .place of Henry Clayton, who had resigned on
August 6, 1850. 7
. .
4. William B. Chittenden to Board of Public Works, March 3, 1841, entry 84 of Board
of Public Works Inventory, box 204, Virginia State Archives, Richmond, Virginia; Oath
of Office of Charles Radziminski as second lieutenant, March 15, 1847, Records of the
Adjutant General's Office, 179Os-1917, Record Group (RG) 94, National Archives, Washington, D.C.; General Orders No.4, February 12, 1847, and. General Orders No. 19,
April 28, 1847, War Department, in Office of Chief of Military History, Washington,
D.C.; and Francis B. Heitman, Historical Register and Dictionary of the United States Army
(2 vols., Washington; D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1903), I: 80, 812 .
. 5. Receipts of wage payments, Northeast Boundary Commission, Washington, D.C.,
unmarked box of miscellaneous receipts and documents, James D. Graham Papers;
Americana Collection, Beinecke Library, Yale University.
. 6. Report of Lieut. Col. J. D. Graham, u.s. Topographical Engineers on Mason and Dixon's
Line (Chicago: Steam Presses of F. Fulton & Co., 1862), 7, 9, 11, 15, 54; 57, 67, 94-95, in
uncatalogued box, Graham Papers.
7. John Russell Bartlett, Personal Narrative of Explorations and Incidents in Texas, New
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Radtiminski linked up .with Graham and his party at San Antonio
on May 10, 1851 ~ Traveling with an army supply train across west Texas,
he reached present-day El Paso on June 24; 1851. He found'the American side of the Rio Grande sparsely settled. In addition to Simeon
Hart's flour mill and Hugh Stephenson's and Benjamin Coon's ranches,
the main settlement was Magoffinsville, built by merchant James Wiley
Magoffin. The village formed a large open square and included several
stores and warehouses.' The boundary commission made its headquarters there while surveying in thea:rea. On the opposite bank of
the river stood the Mexican town of El Paso del Norte (now Ciudad
Juarez), which in 1851 had some five thousand inhabitants, with additional people on ranches and haciendas south of town;S
Prior to Radziminski's arrival, Bartlett moved his headquarter~ to
Santa Rita del Cohre (Copper Mines) near Silver City, New Mexico.
While Graham remained in El Paso~ Gray, Radziminski, and Lieutenant
Ambrose E. Burnside moved on to the Copper Mines. Soon the commissioner and Gray were in serious disagreement over the "initial
point" on the Rio Grande. This critical point resulted from a compromise between Bartlett· and the Mexican commissioner General Pedro
Garcia Conde. As specified in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, the
initial point would be located where the river crossed the southern
boundary of New Mexico (above El Paso del Norte). This boundary
was defined by the J. Disturnell map, published in New York in 1847,
which unfortunately contained grave errors. It mislocated El Paso del
Norte more than one hundred miles east and thirty-four miles north
of its actual position. 9 .
.
Conde proposed a compromise: he would move westward (longitudinally) some one hundred miles, if Bartlett agreed to move north
Mexico, and California, Sonora, and Chihuahua (2 vols., New York: D. Appleton & Company,
1854), I: 3, 150; William H. Emory to Thomas Ewing, August 20, 1850, Vlll: 17, file 497,
and 0: C. Goddard to John Russell Bartlett, October 11, 1850, Vlll: 19, John Russell
Bartlett Papers, 12 vols., University of Texas at El Paso Library. John Russell Bartlett was
born in Providence, Rhode Island, in 1805 and became a writer, historian, ethnologist,
and author.. He served as corresponding secretary of the New York Historical Society,
coming into contact with Albert Gallatin and other prominent individuals. He wanted
to be named minister to Denmark but.got the post of boundary commissioner instead.
Odie B. Faulk, "Introduction," to John·Russeli Bartlett, Personal Narrative (2 vols., Chicago:
Rio Grande Press, 1965).
8. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 192-93, 303; "Report of Lieutenant Colonel James
D. Graham to ColonelJohn J. Abert, Chief of Topographical Engineers," Senate Exec.
Doc. 121, 32d Cong., 1st sess., 118,
9. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 340-41; Odie B.Faulk, Too Far North . .. Too Far
South (Los Angeles: Westernlore Press, 1967), 57~58.
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Radziminski began the first portion of the survey he supervised on the Rio Grande near Frontera, Texas, shown
here in a sketch taken from William H.Emory's Report. Courtesy of EI Paso Public Library.

....
N

01

216

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW

JULY 1988

by thirty-four miles. The American accepted the proposal, which then
established the initial point forty-two miles above EI Paso del Norte
and opposite the community of Dona Ana, and the joint commission
began surveying the boundary westward along the compromise line.
Gray objected to the agreement, however, and refused to sign it, as
required by the treaty. At stake were more than six thousand square
miles of land. 10 Moreover, Graham agreed with Gray. Both men thought
the disputed land held the only suitable route for a railroad from Texas
to the Pacific coast. In addition, Graham had his own quarrel with
Bartlett. As head of the scientific corps, Graham, a colonel, believed
he had the right to supervise Gray, the principal surveyor, as well as
the other scientific personnel. Bartlett and Gray both disagreed with
Graham. Petty differences also became magnified. Graham felt piqued
because Bartlett had not introduced him to commission members by
his full title, "Head of the Scientific Corps." Earlier, Graham bypassed
the commissioner, Bartlett, and ordered Whipple to stop the survey
along the Bartlett-Conde line, and to report to him in person at Frontera, just above EI Paso. Graham's arbitrary action angered General
Conde and the Mexican government. Clearly Graham had exceeded
his authority.ll
Greatly upset with Graham, Bartlett wrote: "Never, in the whole
course of my life have I been placed in so trying a position." He strongly
believed that as head of the commission he must maintain his position
or, "in succumbing to the demands of Colonel Graham, make myself
and the Chief Surveyor, Mr Gray, subordinate to him, resign all power
and control on the members of the Commission, and become a mere
nullity." Bartlett decided to bring the problem to the attention of the
Secretary of the Interior, and he believed the situation serious enough
to send an emissary, Radziminski. 12
Why did Bartlett select Radziminski? The commissioner offers no
explanation in his Personal Narrative. Certainly he needed a responsible
10. Faulk, Too Far North, 74; IX: 35-37, Bartlett Papers.
11. William H. Goetzmann, Army Exploration in the American West 1803-1863 (New
Haven: Yale University Press, 1959), 178; and Bartlett to Secretary of the Interior, August
7, 1851, Senate Exec. Doc. 119, 32d Cong., 1st sess., 433.
12. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 348. Although a seasoned officer and engineer,
James D. Graham behaved in an erratic, high-strung, arrogant manner while with the
commission. At Santa Cruz, Mexico, Graham argued heatedly with Thomas Webb, secretary and physician of the commission. Considering his honor impugned, Graham
challenged Webb to a duel, but Webb defused the issue by declining the challenge. See
"Personal Journal," September 25, 1851, X: 169-71, and James D. Graham to Charles
Webb, September 25, 1851, V: 105, Bartlett Papers.
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individual and experienced surveyor. Although several army engineers
were present, they could be suspected oHavoring Graham. As a civilian/ however, Radziminski could, perhaps, be considered neutral. No
less important was Bartlett's personal evaluation of Radziminski during
their month-long association at Santa Rita. It soon became clear that
Radziminski/s sympathies lay with the commissioner, and the two men
joined forces.
Some historians maintain that Bartlett was not suited to be commissioner. Although he had his faults, Bartlett nevertheless possessed
an astute, analytical mind, and he enjoyed considerable political support in Washington and Providence, where he sent Radzirriinski to
argue his case. Bartlett .and Radziminski apparently held several strategy sessions at the Copper Mines. On Sunday, August 10/ 1851, Bartlett
dined alone with Radziminski. That afternoon, Bartlett visited with
Gray, and later, Radziminski and Gray joined Bartlett for tea. In the
next few days, Radziminski prepared himself for his trip east. 13
Meanwhile, Graham got wind of the Radziminski mission. Feeling
threatened, he sought to protect himself with his military superiors
and chose Burnside to carry letters to Washington. On August 15/
Burnside informed Bartlett that he would leave for the nation's capital
the following day at 10 a.m. Bartlett, who had been writing letters to
officials and friends all day, redoubled his effort and sat up until 1 a.m.
preparing dispatches. Several others helped him make copies. Finally,
at the unusual hour of 1:30 a.m. on August 16/ Radziminski departed
for Santa Fe. He rode Bartlett/s horse and was accompanied by Edward
Barry, who would return with the horses. 14
Carrying letters of introduction to senators and officials in Washington/ Radziminski had confidential correspondence, some prized
southwestern seeds for Secretary of the Interior Alexander H. H. Stuart,
and a letter for Lieutenant Colonel W. W. S. Bliss; secretary to the late
president, Zachary Taylor. He also carried letters for Bartlett's friends
_and wife Eliza in Providence, although to members of the commission,
Bartlett tried to give the impression of having sent Radziminski only
with official correspondence for the Secretary of the Interior. ls
13. Personal Journal, x: 143, and Radziminski to Bartlett, August 14, 1851, V: 59,
Bartlett Papers.
.
14. X: 143, Bartlett Papers. Radziminski undoubtedly traveled from Santa Fe to
Missouri by stage or wagon train along the Santa Fe Trail.
15. Radziminski to Bartlett, August 30(?), 1851, V: 93, Bartlett Papers. One writer
refer\ to Radziminski and Ambrose Burnside as "messengers," but Radziminski served
in an executive capacity. Outlining his responsibilites to the Secretary of the Interior,
Bartlett wrote, "My intention was to send a competent engineer, who should be able to
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Burnside also departed on August 16. Traveling with three companions, all mounted on mules, Burnside left at 3 p.m. with letters for
Colonel John J. Abert, head of the Army Topographical Engineers.
Burnside raced Radziminski to Santa Fe and won. Henry Jacobs, assistant commissary officer, explained to Bartlett: "Your horse that went
with mine to Santa Fe, Barry informs me, broke completely down, and
he was obliged to sell him. Burnside got into Santa Fe 2 days ahead
of Radziminski. Burnside had changes every day, while Radziminski
could get no accommodations whatever from the officers of the Army
and was obliged to ride my horse through to Santa Fe."16
Radziminski arrived in the nation's capital about October 1 and
delivered the Bartlett letters to Secretary of the Interior Stuart. Earlier,
Stuart had received Bartlett's dispatches complaining of Graham's
interference with the survey as well as General Conde's protest of
Graham's decision. To Stuart, Graham's behavior was the last straw.
Stuart already was dissatisfied with Graham because of Graham's "long,
unnecessary delay in joining the commission in the field." On September 11, 1851, Stuart proposed to Secretary of War Charles M. Conrad
that Graham be relieved and Emory appointed in his place. The change
was made, and Emory, already present in the capital, was notified
personally. Emory arrived in EI Paso by November 26, 1851. 17
While Stuart pondered Gray's future, Radziminski traveled to
Providence, where he spent a few days in the company of Henry B.
Anthony, governor of Rhode Island and Bartlett's brother-in-law. They
visited the country place ofSenator John Hopkins Clarke, whose strong
backing had secured Bartlett's appointment. Radziminski gave the senator a detailed account of the quarrel between Bartlett and. Graham.
He also provided Clarke with useful background data should the problem come up for senate debate. Next day, Governor Anthony invited
friends to a dinner party in Radziminski's honor. "He made a favorable
lay before the department the actual condition of the commission, point out its necessities, the force required to accomplish the duties assigned to it, to propose plans for
bringing its expenses within the appropriation, and to hasten the completion of the
boundary survey," in Bartlett to Alexander H. H. Stuart, August 16, 1851, Senate Exec.
Doc. 119, 32d Cong., 1st sess., 444.
16. Henry Jacobs to Bartlett, October 10,1851, V: 107, Bartlett Papers; Odie B. Faulk,
"The Controversial Boundary Survey and the Gadsden Treaty," Arizona and the West, 4
(Autumn 1962), 215. Burnside became a major general in the Civil War, commanding
the Army of the Potomac at the Battle of Fredericksburg, Virginia, December 12-15, 1862.
17. Stuart to Charles M. Conrad, September 11, 1851, Senate Exec. Doc. 121, 32d
Cong., 1st sess., 240-43; Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 211, 348; Faulk, Too Far North, 100;
J. J. Abert to Graham, September 28, 1851, correspondence (August-September 1851),
Graham Papers.
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impression upon us all," Anthony wrote Bartlett, "and the women fell
in love with him at sight, especially your wife and mine.,,18

The governor confirmed Radziminski's loyalty to Bartlett. Anthony
had been informed by one of Bartlett's protagonists in Washington that
Radziminski had given the impression while there of favoring Gray,
who was then contacting friends about his dispute with Bartlett. "1 did
not see anything of thIs kind in him," Anthony wrote, "but judged
from his conversation that he was wholly with you in this as well as
in all other matters." Radziminski assured the Providence circle that
the Department of the Interior upheld Bartlett in his difficulties with
Graham. 19 •
Returning to Washington to pick· up official correspondence for
the commission, Radziminski felt pleased with the success of his mission. "It was my good fortune to obtain all the points you asked at the
hands of the Dept. of the Interior," he wrote to Bartlett. As for Gray,
Secretary Stuart decided to keep the surveyor but ordered him to sign
the Bartlett-Conde agreement in a letter dated October 31, 1851. At
least that was Radziminski's understanding of Stuart's decision on
November 3, three days before he leftWashington. The Secretary abruptly
changed his mind, however, when the question of the initial point
surfaced again. Conferring with Secretary of State Daniel Webster and
President Millard Fillmore, Stuart decided to replace Gray with Emory.
Stuart informed Emory of the appointment by letter of November 4,
1851, and entrusted it to Radziminski. Although Radziminski planned
to meet Bartlett in San Diego, as the commissioner had instructed him,
Stuart countermanded those instructions and directed him to Magoffinsville .20
When Radziminski reached southern New Mexico, Bartlett was
enroute to San Diego and Emory was out looking for him. At Dona
Ana, on January 26, Radziminski wrote Emory: "1 have very important
dispatches from the Department of the Interior for the heads of the
commission-no small portion of them being for you." Radziminski
had learned from HeIuy Skillman, often employed as a courier for the
commission, that Emory left El Paso the day before. Radziminski advised
Emory to return to headquarters, since Bartlett's trail would take him
to San Diego. A messenger delivered the letter to Emory the next day
18. Henry B. Anthony to Bartlett, October 25, 1851, XII, Bartlett Papers; Edward S.
Wallace, The Great Reconnaissance: Soldiers, Artists, and Scientists on the Frontier, 1848-1861
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1955), 9.
19. Anthony to Bartlett, October 25 and November 1, 1851, XII, Bartlett Papers.
20. Radziminski to Bartlett, February 7, 1852,· VI: 5, Bartlett Papers.
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The presidio at Santa Rita del Cobre west of the Rio Grande in present-day New Mexico as shown in a sketch
from Bartlett's Personal Narrative. Radziminski first joined the survey at Santa Rita after John Russell Bartlett
moved his headquarters there in late spring 1851.

FRANCIS C. KAJENCKI

221

at Samalayuca, Mexico, an oasis thirty-six miles south of El Paso. In
reply, Emory asked Radziminski to bring the correspondence to him
before he would abandon his search for Bartlett. Emory instructed
Lieutenant O. H. Tillinghast, the commission's quartermaster, to provide Radziminski with three well-armed men and four of his best animals. Reaching Samalayuca, Radziminski bore good tidings and handed
Emory his presidential appointment as surveyor. Emory wrote the
secretary: "I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt, by the hands
of Mr. Radziminski, of the Commission of Surveyor under the 5th
Article of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo. I thank you and through
you the President of this renewed mark of consideration." Emory returned
to El Paso. 21
The newly-appointed chief surveyor kept Radzimins15i with him,
turning over responsibility for delivering the letters for the commissioner to a specially hired courier, Ignatius Jenkins, who traveled nearly
four months to accomplish the task. Prior to Jenkins' departure, Radziminski gave him a letter for Bartlett, informing the commissioner of
the results of his trip to Washington and Providence. Stressing confirmation of Bartlett's authority, he wrote and underlined, " you are the
U.S. Commissioner in every sense of that term. I have fought the fight
and we came off victorious. 1122
During Radziminski's absence, Emory arrived at Magoffinsville
and relieved Graham: With the commissioner -gone, Emory could act
only on the instructions given Graham, who explained that he had
completed the survey of the Rio Grande from the initial point to El
Paso del Norte and partially erected an observatory at Frontera (White's
Rancho). After examining Graham's data, Emory rejected the survey,
and this portion of the river became a problem. It began with]. Hamilton Prioleau, who did the work first, although he objected to the use
of inadequate instruments. Another person repeated the survey, but
it also was not suitable. A third attempt, by Charles Wright under
Graham's direction, was not acceptable to Emory, who then assigned
the task to Radziminski. 23
21. Radziminski to William H. Emory, January 26, 1852, Emory to Radziminski,
January 27, 1852, Emory to O. H. Tillinghast, January 27, 1852, Emory to Stuart, February
1, 1852, all in letterbook I, box 2, William H. Emory Papers, Americana Collection,
Beinecke Library, Yale University; Emory, Boundary.Suroey, I: 18-19; Emory to Bartlett,
February 8, 1852, VI: 7, Bartlett Papers. Bartlett went to Sonora in search of supplies.
He continued to Guaymas on the Gulf of California and from there sailed for San Diego,
California, which he reached on February 9, 1852, in Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 505.
22. Radziminski to Bartlett, February 7, 1852, VI: 5, Bartlett Papers.
23. Graham to Charles Wright, November 8, 1851, "Graham Report," Senate Exec.
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Field work began at the end of March 1852, when the required
transportation, instruments, and technical personnel had been assembled. Directing Radziminski to run the survey from Frontera to ,Dona
Ana, in the opposite direction of Wright's survey, Emory cautioned:
"The survey covers ground of much interest, and will therefore be
done with all possible accuracy." At the same time he expressed confidence in Radziminski, stating that previous instructions to surveyors
and "your own knowledge and. experience of surveying will render
any detailed instructions here unnecessary." Accuracy was Radziminski's motto, and he was determined not to allow anything to deter
him. Nevertheless, there were difficulties, one of which was the weather.
Spring windstorms filled the air with choking dust and sand, hampering the survey. Finally obtaining a clear day, he tested the Brithaupt
theodolite and found it worn-out and unfit. He returned it to Emory,
asking "whether the triangulation shall be prosecuted with the only
instrument left in my hands." He progressed upriver less than two
miles a day, paced by the axemen who cut down thickets along the
river to clear the field of view. He could never hire enough axemen,
and they were an unreliable lot. Some had to be discharged for various
reasons; others ran away. Radziminski pushed the survey from six
0' clock in the morning until six in the evening, with a two-hour halt
at noon. When one of the escort soldiers volunteered to be a flagman,
the surveyor promptly hired him. But his sergeant objected on the
grounds of a possible violation of army regulations. Radziminski asked
Emory to "smooth the matter with Col. Miles [commander of Fort
Fillmore, near Las Cruces] because .the sergeant annoys me daily with
his fears. "24
Radziminski continued a vigorous pace but with due regard for
accuracy. He discovered that an assistant had employed a "field expedient" with an instrument whose movable parts could not be locked
firmly. The assistant had applied grease to the screws to increase the
friction, and the resulting accumulation of dirt rendered the measuring
device unfit. Radziminski returned it to Frontera by wagon and asked
Emory to furnish a Young's goniometer. 25
Doc. 121, 32d Cong., 1st sess., 198; and Emory to Bartlett, June 1, 1852, VI: 39, Bartlett
Papers.
24. Emory to Radziminski, March 27, 1852, letterbook II, box 2, Radziminski to
Emory, March 31, 1852, folder 37, box 5, Radziminski to Emory, April 2, April 5, and
May 5, 1852, letterbook II, box 2, Emory Papers.
25. Radziminski to Emory, May 15, 1852, letterbook II, box 2, Emory Papers.
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Emory, meanwhile, planned to go downriver about June 1 and
looked for an escort. Since he had no soldiers at El Paso, Einory decided
to employ Radziminski's and therefore urged his surveyor to work as
rapidly-as he could. "Hire as many men as are necessary to keep the
path before you cleared out," Emory wrote. By the third week of May,
Radziminski had surveyed sixty-three miles of the river. He took azimuth readings of all the peaks in sight, north and south, connecting
the northern peaks to Whipple's observatory at the initial point (Dona
Ana) and the southern peaks to Emory's observatory at Frontera. 26
The desert sun began to burn hot by mid-May, prompting Radziminski to remark that even the mornings were as "hot as that place
intended for evil. spirits." But, he added, "Nolens, volens, the survey
goes on." One of his assistants, Charles A. Snowden, became ill and
returned to Frontera. Notwithstanding, Radziminski pressed on to meet
his own target date of June 9. He reached Las Cruces by May 27. Emory
kept exhorting him: "For God's sake, push your work to the utmost
and get here as soon as possible." Emory told his surveyor that, should
he not be able to finish on time, he would take the results of Wright's
survey for the last six to eight miles. Radziminski resisted these instructions, recommending instead that he be allowed to abandon a road
survey (an added task), "which after all is of no importance, and would
save several days time." Emory agreed. Assuring Radziminski of his
confidence in his judgment, Emory left the decision to him, "only
imposing the condition that you be here on or before the 9th." Radziminski beat his own target date by three days. On June 6,1852, he
returned to Frontera, having completed the survey of the Rio Grande
as directed by Emory. In addition, Radziminski incorporated the towns
of Las Cruces and Dona Ana into the survey. 27
The grueling pace of the field work left the team exhausted, Radziminski admitting, "I was quite willing to give up the ghost myself."
But the job was done. He praised Snowden for his help in the last few
days and also William White, Jr., who, "although of a phlegmatic temperament, worked like a Trojan." Commissioner Bartlett noted that
26. Emory to Radziminski, May 9, 1852, letterbook II, qox 2; Radziminski to Emory,
May 21, 1852, letterbook III, box 2, Emory Papers.
27. Radziminski to Emory, May 23, 1852, Emory to Radziminski, May 24 and 25,
1852, Radziminski to Emory, May 27, 1852, and Emory to Radziminski, May 29, 1852,
letterbook III, box 2, Emory Papers.
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Radziminski's work "was executed in a highly satisfactory manner and
accepted as the official Survey." Although the direct-line distance was
thirty-four miles, Radziminski measured the length of the river, following its curves (sinuosities), at a fraction less than ninety miles. 28
Upon returning to El Paso, Radziminski found Emory embroiled
with Lieutenant Tillinghast in court martial charges. The feud began
when Emory relieved Tillinghast of his duties as quartermaster because
of allegedly disobeying orders. Emory placed Tillinghast under arrest
and drew up charges and specifications. Not to be outdone, Tillinghast
preferred court martial charges against his superior, believing the
best defense an attack. Emory was shocked, calling the charges "scandalous and unfounded.". Radziminski tried to patch things up, but
Emory rejected the offer of mediation, adding, however, that he would
drop the matter if Tillinghast withdrew "his offensive correspondence."
Radziminski slept on the issue. Early next morning he called on Tillinghast and mediated the problem. Tillinghast withdrew the countercharges and asked to be relieved from the commission. Emory then
dropped all charges and advised the Secretary of the Interior to release
Tillinghast to his regiment. 29
By the first week of June 1852, Emory readied himself for a trip
downriver to check on field work in progress. He also planned to meet
with the Mexican commissioner, Jose Salazar y Larrequi, at Presidio
del Norte on August 1. Expecting Bartlett to have unfinished work on
the line west of EI Paso, Emory instructed Radziminski to await Bartlett's return. He regretted telling the commissioner that in the interim
Radziminski and his assistants would remain idle. Emory imposed
some conditions on his principal assistant: "He cannot move west,"
Emory wrote, "without an escort of a company of troops and without
money, five or ten thousand dollars." Meanwhile, Emory arranged with
the commander of Fort Fillmore for Radziminski to buy provisions there
"at a much cheaper rate than can be transported from the States."
Learning subsequently that Whipple would be returning to El Paso,
Emory transferred the probable task to him, since Whipple had surveyed the greater portion of that line. Emory asked Radziminski to

28. Radziminski to Emory, June 6, 1852, letterbook III, box 2, Emory Papers; and
Bartlett, Personal Narrative, I: 196, II: 546-47.
29. Emory to Secretary of the Interior, May 2 and 17, 1852, Tillinghast to Emory,
June 5 and 6, 1852, Emory to Tillinghast, June 7, 1852, Radziminski to Emory, June 11,
1852, folders 39 and 40, box 5, Emory Papers. James Houston mediated a similar squabble
between Emory and W. F. Smith.
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join him at the first opportunity. Awaiting Bartlett, Radziminski moved
to San Elizario to take charge of the commission's supply depot. 30
Bartlett reached ·EI Paso on August 17, 1852, and prepared to meet
with Emory on the Rio Grande at Fort Duncan (Eagle Pass). He intended
to travel some six hundred miles through west Texas, but he could not
obtain American soldiers for protection. Whereupon the Mexican commander at EI Paso del Norte, Colonel Emilio Langberg, offered Bartlett
an escort of Mexican soldiers if he would travel through Mexico via
Chihuahua. Bartlett accepted the offer and advised Emory to meet him
at Camargo, a lower point on the river. Bartlett's reliance on Mexican
troops surprised Radziminski. He wrote Emory: "Now, is it not a pretty
state of affairs that U.S. Agents should be compelled to seek foreign
protection in transacting U.S. business.and in pursuance of their orders."31
Bartlett's including Radziminski in his travel plans upset Emory.
On. October 30, 1852, Emory replied to Bartlett: "I regret to learn by
your letter that you have taken Mr. Radziminski and assistants· with
you, as two opportunities presented themselves since your arrival . . .
at EI Paso, by either of which he and his party could have joined us
with ease and safety." Earlier, Emory wrote Radziminski that he needed
his survey data and maps for the meeting with the Mexican commissioner. In the absence of these data, Emory was forced to rely on
Mexican maps. Meanwhile, he waited for Bartlett,32
The commissioner's wagon train left EI Paso on October 7, 1852.
Some ten days later, a band of thirty to forty Indians attac~ed the
Americans, who repulsed the Indians but not before a Mexican herdsman and an Indian were killed. The attack was the first and only such
incident in two years, and everyone became more cautious. When
Bartlett received word that Comanches were in the area, he ordered
an inspection of firearms, passed out extra ammunition, and "placed
the party under the orders of Mr. Radziminski, chief engineer, who
had had experience as ~ military officer."33
30. Emory to Bartlett, June 1, 1852, Emory to Whipple, June 11, 1852, VI: 39, 45,
Bartlett Papers.
31. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, II: 378, 381, 396-97, 400; Ra'dziminski to Emory,
October 5, 1852, letterbook IV, box 2, Emory Papers.
32. Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 13; Emory to Radziminski, June 18 and August 28,
1852, letterbook III, box 2, Emory Papers. Emory wrote to Radziminski in two ways,
opening formally with "Sir" in official letters and informally with "Dear Radziminski" in
less formal correspondence. In his informal letter of August 28, 1852, Emory explained
candidly the use of maps: "In the absence of your maps, I was obliged to take the
Mexican maps made by your friend Vandricourt, but I took as little of them as I could to
settle the business."
33. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, II: 402, 411-14, 448-49.
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Indians attacked Bartlett's wagon train in October 1852 as it wound its way from EI Paso through Mexico to Camargo. An
Indian and a Mexican herder were killed in the attack. Sketch from Bartlett's Personal Narrative.
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In Chihuahua, Bartlett's party rested while the wagons were refitted. Calling on Governor Jose Cordero, the commissioner found a large
map of the state of Chihuahua in the governor's office. He noted that
the northern· boundary of the Mexican state lay well to the north of
the Bartlett-Conde line of 32°22'. Radziminski drew the map for the
U.S. commission, and Cordero certified the copy as authentic. Bartlett
used the map in defense of the Bartlett-Conde agreement. 34
Almost eleven weeks after departing El Paso, the American party
approached Camargo. Taking Radziminski with him, Bartlett rode ahead
to the town and, crossing the Rio Grande in a scow, continued to nearby
Ringgold Barracks where the two men were greeted by Emory and his
party. Bartlett had come in the expectation of completing the survey
of the river. But there was no more money, and further work depended
on new appropriations. Rejecting the Bartlett-Conde line, Congress
stipulated that an additional $120,000 voted for the survey could not
be spent until New Mexico's southern boundary was established just
north of El Paso del Norte. Interpreting this condition as an attempt
to break up the survey, Bartlett disbanded the commission and returned
to his home in Providence. Radziminski, Emory, and the others traveled to the nation's capitaI,3s
Congress soon lifted the restricti9n, and President Franklin Pierce
appointed Robert B. Campbell as the new U.S. commissioner, in charge
of completing the survey of the Rio Grande. Continuing as chief astronomer and surveyor, Emory assigned specific portions of the river to
Radziminski, Lieutenant Nathaniel Michler, and Arthur Schott. Michler
was to complete the unfinished work above Eagle Pass, and Schott,
the stretch of river from Laredo to Ringgold Barracks. Radziminski was
to survey from Ringgold Barracks to the mouth of the Rio Grande, a
distance of 241 miles. 36
Radziminski had two principal assistants, Thomas W. Jones and
James H. Houston, both of whom had been with the commission since
Aug~st 1850. Jones, the son of General Walter Jones of Washington
34. Bartlett, Personal Narrative, II: 427-30. An unsigned document might explain the
origin of the Conde map. The writer (possibly Graham) says Conde drew the map
sometime before the joint survey and doctored the northern boundary of Chihuahua to
include the Santa Rita Copper Mines as part of a scheme of several Mexican entrepreneurs. The Mexican Congress, however, never approved the Conde map. In folder
labeled "Undated Miscellaneous Papers," Graham Papers.
35. Goetzmann, Army Exploration, 188; Bartlett, Personal Narrative, II: 510-16, 532,
536, 538. Bartlett reached Ringgold Barracks, Texas, on December 20, 1852.
36. Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 15-16, 73; Henry Jacobs to Bartlett, April 14 and 28,
1853, VII: 72, 83, Bartlett Papers.
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City, had been recommended by Senator Clarke. The survey proceeded
steadily but not without difficulty. Both the American and Mexican
teams were exposed to yellow fever, especially at the Gulf of Mexico.
Among those who came down with the sickness were Emory and
Radziminski, and Don Felipe de lturbide, secretary of the Mexican
commission, died of it. By the end of August 1853, Emory felt so
threatened by the epidemic that he was forced to leave Texas. Arriving
in Washington, he wrote Dr. John Torrey, a botanist with the commission: "I have just returned home convalescent from an attack of yellow
fever." The mosquito-spread disease never abated during the course
of the field work. Upon completing his survey, Radziminski reported
that "yellow fever is raging here with violence" and that it was bad at
Brownsville as well. 37
The epidemic was spread by swarms of mosquitoes that bred in
pools of water from persistent rains. Radziminski experienced "a continuous wet season and sickness among my best men." The mosquitoes
were both obnoxious and dangerous, "the size of Buffalo Bulls, and
there are hives or herds of them in every square foot of ground." He
lost days of work as he lay wracked with fever in his tent. 38
Full working days also held unexpected danger, like that of July
23, 1853, which ended in tragedy when Radziminski lost Jones in a
drowning accident. After a day of surveying, Radziminski and Jones
were returning to camp below Reynosa. A squall struck the area and
buffeted them in their small boat, which began shipping water rapidly.
Handing the survey instrument to Radziminski, Jones began bailing
desperately, but to no avail. The skiff sank and oyerturned in deep
water. Radziminski could not swim, but he kept his presence of mind.
Upon touching the river bottom, he sprang up and came to the surface.
Nearby he saw his Mexican laborer astraddle the capsized boat. With
superhuman effort, Radziminski reached the outstretched hand of the
Mexican, who pulled him to safety. Meanwhile, Jones swam for the
shore, burdened by his clothes and a Colt pistol strapped to his waist.
He failed to make it. Halfway, he sank from view and never reappeared.
Darkness prevented immediate search.
Reaching camp, a distraught Radziminski wrote Emory a short
letter. "I am at present not equal to the task," he said, "of giving you
37. John H. Clarke to Bartlett, June 22, 1850, I: 50, Bartlett Papers; Emory to John
Torrey, September 28, 1853, Radziminski to Emory, November 8, 1853, letterbook VI,
box 2, Emory Papers.
38. Radziminski to Emory, October 3 and 29, 1853, letterbook VI, box 2, Emory
Papers.
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a more detailed C).ccount. ... " Next day, Radziminski described the
circumstances surrounding the tragedy. He and the search party found
Jones' body a few miles: downriver. Leading the mourners with a reading of prayers for the dead, Radziminski buried Jones on the banks of
the Rio Grande at the ranch of a Dr. Merryman. 39 Prioleau took Jones's
place, joining Radziminski at Rancho Blanca on August 4, 1853. Two
months later Radziminski sent him to the mouth of the river, where
Prioleau measured the tide every hour from sunrise to sunset for two
weeks. While performing this task, Prioleau used Commissioner Campbell's ambulance as a living quarters. 40
Although the survey was a joint venture, the American and Mexican parties operated separately and compared results periodically. The
curving river caused the parties to cross from one side to the other.
On one occasion Mexican troops confronted Radziminski, when he
found himself on the neighbor's territory. Captain Francisco Carillo,
military commander at Reynosa, rode into Radziminski's camp on the
evening of July 12, 1853. Two officers and six lancers, all mounted and
armed, escorted Carillo. After Radziminski introduced himself, the
mounted Carillo looked down on him with a haughty, penetrating look
Radziminski described as: "A look calculated to drive my soul to my
very heels'." But he stood his ground, while answering the Mexican
captain's sharp questions. Surprised that Carillo and the Acalde of
Reynosa were unaware of the terms of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo,
Radziminski objected to the Mexican's behavior and tone of voice. "I
should sooner reckon on your protection than on this conduct," he
told the commandante. The meeting ended in a stand-off. Radziminski
immediately wrote Emory, who had informed the Mexican authorities
previously of the presence of American surveying parties along the
Rio Grande. Emory reminded Major Crispin del Poso, commander at
Camargo, that American teams had the right to survey on the Mexican
side. There were no further incidents. 41
Of the entire river line, the Mexicans seemed to be most concerned
about the mouth of the Rio Grande. Even before the field work began
39. Radziminski to Emory, July 23 and 24, 1853, letterbook VI, box 2, Radziminski
to Emory, July 31, 1853, folder 53, box 6, Emory Papers; Emory, Boundary Survey, 1: 1516; Radziminski to Thomas Miller (relative of Thomas W. Jones), July 24, 1853, M,
Patterson Jones to Catesby Jones (his cousin), August 2, 1853, in Robert Eden Peyton
Family Papers, Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Virginia.
40, Hamilton Prioleau to Emory, August 4, 1853, and Radziminski to Prioleau,
October 6, 1853, folders 54 and 56, box 6, Emory Papers.
41. Radziminski to Emory, July 14, 1853, Emory to Crispin del Poso, July 16, 1853,
folder 53, box 6, Emory Papers.
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Surveyor's camp near Brownsville, Texas, as shown in a sketch from Emory's Report. Mosquitoes in this and Radziminski's
camp cost the survey many days of work as the men lay wracked with yellow fever.
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in June 1853, Mexico's commissioner pronounced surveying the final
miles of the river jointly as a: priority. Having already organized his
teams and planned their activities, Emory ,was reluctant to make changes.
He wrote Captain Francisco Jimenez, chief surveyor of the Mexican
commission: "As soon as either commission reaches Matamoros with
the survey [and it was quite apparent the American survey would reach
Matamoros first], I would name the Engineer to. cooperate with you
in the joint survey from Matamoros to the mouth./I Two months later
Emory told Jimenez that he would name "Charles Radziminski, Esq.
to survey the'River as far down as Bar}ta [between Matamoros ;:tnd the
Gulf] and authorize him to agree with you on the line which is to
constitute the Boundary from Brownsville to that place, subject to the
confirmation of the joint Commission./I Emory also informed the captain that Radziminski was at work about thirty miles below Reynosa
anq could be expect~dto reach F.ort Brown about SeptemberJ. 42
Plagued withyellow f~ver, Emory apparently decided in mid-August
1853 to leave Texas. He, gave Radziminski full, responsibility and informed
Jimenez that his principal assistant had complete charge of the survey.
To Radziminskihe wrote; "I have· named you as the Ass't Surveyor on
the American side to agree with Capt. Jimenez upon the principal
channel of the River from Brownsville to the mouth./I Radziminski's
assigned responsibility meant that he had the authority not only to act
for the U.S. commission but,also to committhe United States to an
mternational boundary.43
Because Radziminski had run into unavoidable delays, Emory
de~ided to have Arthur Schott help him with the last leg of the survey,
should Schott r~ach Ringgold Barracks before Radziminski finished his
survey. On October 26, Schott and hi~ party came down the river to
join Radziminski, who then was about midway between Brownl'iville
and the Gulf. He assigned Schott to su;rveying half the remaining distance (about twelve miles) from Rancho Lomida,to the sea. Radziminski
wrote to Emory in Washingto,:\ that he gave Schott the easier portion,
i'where there is no cutting [of thickets] and where the ranchos are
fewest./I He had no control over yellow fever, however, and Schott
immediately lost three men, one a day. Fortunately,' not too much
42. Emory to Francisco Jimenez, May 23, 1853, Diario-Memoria de Los Trabajo Cientificos Practicados 'Baja La Direccion 'de Francisco Jimenez, ler lngeriero de la Comision de Limites
Mexicana Conforme a Las lnstruciones del Senor Comisionado Don Jose Salazar Ylarrequi a Quien
Se Hace Entrega de Ellos (Washington, D.C.: N.p., 1857), 233-34, 236.
43. Emory to Jimenez, August 17, 1853, Emory to Radziminski, September 11, 1853,
letterbook VI, box 2, Emory Papers; Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 73. Article V of the Treaty
of Guadalupe Hidalgo gave the boundary commissioners treaty-making power.
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remained to be done. On November 3, 1853, Radziminski notified
Emory that he was through.. Commissioner Campbell confirmed the
end of the field work, informing Emory that all of Radziminski's laborers had been discharged and that Schott's laborers would be discharged
as well on his return to camp.44
Having surveyed the Rio Grande from Ringgold Barracks to the
Gulf of Mexico, Rcidziminski conferred with Jimenez on that last leg,
from Brownsville to the sea, a distance of 49.81 miles. Upon comparison
of maps, the American found his data and that of the Mexican to be
in agreement. The American proposed a joint statement, dated November 14, 1853, one copy in English and the other in Spanish, which reads
as follows:
We, the undersigned, duly empowered to agree upon the
principal channel of that portion of the Rio Grande which is embraced
between the town of Brownsville, Cameron County, State of Texas,
and its mouth, do decide, and hereby jointly agree that the deepest section of the Rio Grande, as lately surveyed by orders of our
respective Governments, and embraced as aforesaid, is its principal channel.
The two surveyors signed the document, Radziminski as "Assistant
Surveyor on the part of the United States." Having invoked the power
of his delegated authority, Radziminski established the international
boundary ofthe United States for a distance of fifty critical miles. 45
The three survey teams had done the job, and Emory reported:
"All the field-work was completed within the time and for a less amount
than had been estimated." By the end of 1853, the U.S.-Mexican boundary along the Rio Grande had been surveyed from Dona Ana, New
Mexico, to its mouth on the Gulf of Mexico, a distance of some 1,400
miles. But much administrative work remained. Survey data had to be
plotted, maps draw~, reports written, and other matters carried out.
44. Emory to Radziminski, September 11, 1853, Radziminski to Emory, October 3
and 29, November 3, 1853, Robert Campbell to Emory, November 10, 1853, letterbook
VI, box 2, Emory Papers.
45. Radziminski to Jimenez, November 14, 1853, Diario-Memoria, 243-47; Goetzmann, Army Exploration, 157. The U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, jointly with assistant
surveyor Clinton Gardner, "sounded the mouth of the Rio Grande and carried the line
the required three leagues out to sea." In Goetzmann, Army Exploration, 194. The original
Radziminski-Jimenez boundary agreement is found in folder 114, box 10, Emory Papers.
Why Emory did not include this document in his published report on the boundary
survey is unknown.
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Radziminsktwas engaged in such work at the boundary commission/s
office in Washington. 46
On the national level, President Franklin Pierce determined to end
the. controversy over the southern boundary of New Mexico. He sent
James Gadsden to Mexico City to negotiate purchase of enough territory to include the disputed area and be sufficient and suitable for
the construction of a. transcontinental railroad. Gadsden concluded a
treaty with Mexican President Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna on December 30/ 1853. During ratification, the U.s. Senate reduced the area of
purchase somewhat and lowered the price from $15 million to $10
million. After the senate approved the revised treaty and Santa Anna
agreed to the changes, Pierce proclaimed the treaty in effect on June
29/ 1854. It called for a joint survey of the east-west boundary, from
the Rio Grande to the Colorado River, a distance of some 530 miles
across desert terrain. 47
Anticipating the requirement, Campbell asked several key members of the commission to submit estimates of the cost of the new
survey. Assuminghe would survey one-third of the distance, Radziminski gave an estimate of $35/220 for his portion of the field work.
Others made varying estimates, and Congress voted $168/130 for run~
ning and marking the Gadsden line. Campbell, however, did not continue in his post. On August 4/ 1854/ the president appointed Emory
U.S. commissioner. 48 .
Perhaps remembering the dissension that plagued Bartlett, Emory
kept the positions of astronomer and surveyor for himself, becoming
a trinity of three officials in one person. He selected seventeen technical
personnel, who were organized into two survey teams. For secretary
of the commission and second-in-command, Emory chose Radziminski. As chief astronomer and surveyor, Emory planned to run the
technical work, and he required a strong executive for administration
and logistics. In this respect, Emory behaved as a military commander.
Soon Radziminski was immersed in a multitude of activities relating
to organizing and equipping the commission. He traveled to the army
46. Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 15, 73; Radziminski to Emory, June 9, 1854, folder
64, box 7, Emory Papers.
47. Faulk, Too Far North, 129, 133-38; Emory, Boundary Survey, I: xv.
48. Radziminski to Robert B. Campbell, June 24, 1854, folder 64, box 7, Emory
Papers; Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 23. T. Frank White of Frontera, Texas, where Emory
had set up an observatory, was disappointed that Graham did not receive appointment
as commissioner. "As far as my knowledge extends," White wrote, "no one is pleased
with the appointment of Major E. to that office." T. F. White to Graham, November 7,
1854, "Correspondence 1854," Graham Papers.
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quartermaster office in Philadelphia to purchase twelve army wagons
Emory had required from the War Department. Radziininski also bought
arms from the Samuel Colt Company of Hartford, Connecticut, then
journeyed to Baltimore and other points around the capital, while
Emory obtained survey instruments. Laborers were hired and horses
and mules procured in Texas, which the commission reached on September 23, 1854: Upon debarking at Indianola, Emory told Rildziminski
to organize the wagon train and lead it with the equipment to San
Antonio. 49
Theweather remained hot in October 1854, and Radziininski showed
discretion in handling a group of rough western men. He did not "push
our schooner hands for fear of getting them all sick." Some of the
laborers turned out to be misfits. Others were good and a few, first
rate. He told Emory: "If you had seen me load the wagons, you would
have given them a gallon of wine apiece, not having the same authority
I only gave them a little of my own whiskey." At the same time, however, Radziminski could be unyielding, forcing some members of the
commission to walk because of a shortage of healthy animals. A number
of mules were lame and sickly, and they followed the train. Reaching
Goliad on October 12, he wrote the commissioner: "Some of the young
gentlemen that have no animals to ride look daggers at me, but I cannot
help it. "50
Leading the train to San Antonio, Radziminski becameincreasingly
concerned over the adverse conditions the commission was meeting
in Texas: Violentstorms in the Gulf of Mexico brought heavy rains that
soaked the ground between Indianola and San Antonio, causing delays
in gathering the equipment and transporting it to San Antonio.· Property of the commission, previotisly stored in Texas, decayed, became
unsuitable, and had to be replaced. Additional animals were bought
to make up for the siek and unfit, and members of the commission
grew sick. With expenditures running more than anticipated, Radziminski recommended that Emory apply for additional money from the
Congress rather than face a possible suspension of the survey. Emory
accepted the advice. At Fort Clark, he asked the Secretary of the Interior
to seek another appropriation of $71,450. Secretary Robert McClelland
49. G. H. Crossman to Emory, August 15, 1854, Emory to Samuel Colt, August 28,
1854, Radziminski to Lucius Campbell, September 23, 1854, Emory to Radziminski,
September 30, 1854, folders 67 and 68, box 7, Emory Papers; Emory, Boundary Survey, I:
24.
50. Radziminski to Emory, October 3, 12,· and 14, 1854, folders 68 and 69, box 7,
Emory Papers.
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This'view of the initial 'point on· the Rio Grande, according to the Gadsden
Treaty, is taken from Emory's Report. From this point, the boundary would be
surveyed westward to the Colorado River.
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~9ziminski and other members of the boundary commission laid the foundation for this monument January 31, 1855. A paper signed by U.S. and Mexican officials was placed in a glass bottle and buried beneath it. Courtesy of
International Boundary and Water Commission.
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reacted with surprise, since he believed the survey could be made
within the time and means as planned. Nonetheless, he informed
Emory that the administration would make the request, although he
still hoped Emory would not exceed the original appropriation. 51
At San Antonio Emory prepared for the long trek to El Paso. Radziminski joined him with the wagon loads of equipment on October
18. Emory hired sixty-eight support personnel-teamsters, herders,
cooks, guards, ambulance drivers, and servants. Brevet Captain Edmund
Kirby Smith and a company of the Seventh Infantry provided initial
security. On October 26, 1854, the march began, slowly at first, because
the rains left the groundsoggy and difficult for the heavily-laden wagons.
Later the roads were better, grass and water plentiful, and the train
reached El Paso. 52
On December 2, 1854, Emory held his first meeting with the Mexican commissioner, his old friend Jose Salazar y Larrequi. The first
order of business called for determining the initial point, that is, the
location where parallel 31°47' strikes the Rio Grande. Astronomical
observations gave them this point on the ground. On January 31, 1855,
senior members of the joint commission and prominent local individuals met at a ceremony-the laying of the foundation for the monument
at the initial point. Among those present were Lieutenant Colonel
Edmund B. Alexander, commanding officer at Fort Bliss, and officers
and ladies of the post. A brief document, one copy in English and the
other in Spanish, was signed by Emory, Salazar y Larrequi, Radziminski, four Americans, and a like number of Mexicans. The paper read:
We, the undersigned, have this day assembled to witness the
laying of the foundation of the monument which is to mark the
initial point of the boundary between the United Stales and the
Republic of Mexico, agreed upon, under the treaty of Mexico, on
the part of the United States by William Helmsley Emory, and on
the part of the Republic of Mexico by Jose Salazar y Larrequi,
latitude 31°47'.
51. Radzimin5ki to Emory, [October 14, 1854], folder 69, box 7, Emory to Robert
McClelIand, November 1, 1854, McClelIand to Emory, November 27, 1854, folder 70,
box 8, Emory Papers.
52. Radziminski to Emory, [October 14, 1854], Emory to McClelland, October 24,
1854, folder 69, box 7, Emory Papers; Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 23-24. After serving
with the boundary commission, Radziminski and E. Kirby Smith joined the newlyactivated Second U.S. Cavalry Regiment.
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The signed paper was placed in a glass bottle and deposited five feet
under the center of the monument. 53
With the initial point marked and publicly proclaimed, Emory was
eager to start surveying the boundary line westward. His technical
.team consisted of himself, Radziminski, and twelve astronomers, surveyors, and assistants. While in Washington, he had organized the
Pacific party under Lieutenant Michler for the eastward survey from
the Colorado River to the intersection of 31°20' north latitude with the
ll1th meridian of longitude.. Emory planned to have the two parties
meet at this junction near Nogales, Arizona. 54
In accordance with terms of the Gadsden Treaty, Emory ran the
survey along latitude 31°47' for 100 miles, then due south for about 30
miles to latitude31°20', and westward again along 31°20' forabout 170
miles to the ll1th meridian, which he reached the first week of May
1855. Radziminski, at Emory's side during the survey, mayor may not
have taken part in the technical operations. Meanwhile, Michler surveyed the Colorado River from the California border south for the
specified 28 miles. He was then to move on a direct line for some 240
miles to the planned junction. 55
Emory arrived at Nogales and waited for Michler. Not hearing
from his subordinate, Emory sent out scouts, wHo Jound the Michler
group on the Gila River. Michler had concluded that running the s'urvey
across the desert of Arizona was impossible at the time, since the water
holes were dry. ·For a large group of four officers, twenty men; and
sixty soldiers, the problem Of water loomed as an insurmountable obstacle. The Mexican surveyor, Francisco Jimenez, and Michler agreed to
suspend the survey and travel via the Gila River to Nogales. There
they would· run the line westward, hoping rainfall would refill the
water holes in the interim. 56
Responding to Emory's urgent call to meet with him, Michler rode
ahead witn a small party to report to Emory, who was angry over his
subordinate's failure to complete the surVey. What upset Emory was
the thought of spending money for work he believed should have been
done. Worried that he might be forced to resort to the emergency fund
of $71,450, which the Secretary of the Interior had cautioned him about,
53. Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 26-28; E. B. Alexander to Emory, January 27, 1855,
folder 72, box 8, Emory Papers.
.54. Emory, Boundary Survey, I: 24.
55. Ibid., I: 112-13.
56. Ibid., I: 115-16, 118.
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Exacting' and difficult to get along
with, William H. Emory, shown here
in an engraving, many years after
, the boundary survey, nevertheless
found Charles Radziminski a valuable and dependable associate.
Emory expressed his satisfaction in
a letter of farewell to Radziminski
in early 1856.

he reacted drastically. He decided to disband Michler's team and conduct the remaining survey with his own group. Lieutenant Francis
Patterson, commanding the escort for Michler, shocked Emory, however, by denying him the escort. Patterson maintained that he and his
soldiers were assigned by military orders specifically to Michler's party,
which was nonsense because the War Department had provided the
security to the commission. Assigning Patterson to Michler was simply
a matter of administrative. arrangement. Clearly Patterson was ins~b
ordinate to ,the commissioner and superior officer of the army Emory
communicated his frustration·over Patterson'sbehavior to the Secretary
of the Interior. "The course pursued by him," Emory wrote, "has·defeated
my plans to repair the disaster of Lt. Michler, and I am forced as the
least [sic]oftwo evils to keep that expensively organized party in the
field to complete'the unfinished work between the 111° and the Colorado." Nevertheless, Emory showed, good sense. His mission was overriding, tllat is" to run the survey in the shortest time with the utmost
economy. Bowing to the inevitable, he instructed Michler to complete
the survey under the protection of Patter~on's soldiers. 57
Discharging the larger component of the commission, Emory divided
57. Emory to McClelland, June 20, 1855, folder 77; box 8, Emory Papers. Nathaniel
Michler and Francis Patterson may have conspired to thwart Emory. Emory's decision
to replace Michler could have been damaging, including loss of reputation as a surveyor
and adverse impact on his army career.
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his team into two divisions and instructed Radziminski to lead the first
division to San Antonio, where the Secretary would pay. and release
the men. Emory followed with the second division after refitting and
restarting Michler's party. Radziminski departed Los Nogales on June
21, 1855. Several officers traveled in his division, including Lieutenant
Charles Turnbull, Marine T. W. Chandler, Frank Wheaton, John G.
O'Donoghue, Winder Emory, and James Houston. Upon arriving at
Franklin (EI Paso) on July 19, Radziminski rested the train and repaired
the wagons for the remaining journey to San Antonio. He felt a sense
of discourtesy in not returning the farewell calls of the officers at Los
Nogales. In a letter to Emory he added a postscript: "You will please
defend me before the officers and others, if you hear them complaining
of my want of politeness in not returning their visits, but I was so busy
and so occupied that I had not time."SB
At San Antonio, Radziminski accepted a commission of First Lieutenanf, U.S. Army, from Secretary of War Jefferson Davis on October
I, 1855. Reluctant to part with his long-time assistant, Emory asked
Secretary of Interior McClelland to request the War Department to
allow Radziminski to serve to the end of the year. Subsequently, the
commissioner applied for an additional month. In approving the second stay, Adjutant General Samuel Cooper asked that as soon as Emory
could dispense with Radziminski's services to direct him to the adjutant
general's office for orders. 59
When the two parted, ErilOry wrote Radziminski a letter of farewell
in which he stressed his associate's fidelity and ability with the commission. Expressing his sincere wishes for happiness and success in a
military career, Emory closed with "1 am very truly your friend." And
well might Emory be pleased with Radziminski. Their smooth relationship insured the success of the boundary survey. In contrast to the
dissension and frequent personnel changes of the Bartlett commission,
Emory's commission performed as a coordinated team. As Emory stated
in his report: "This organization was continued with scarcely a change
until the successful conclusion of the field-work in the fall of 1855."60
Undoubtedly Radziminski's tact, spirit of cooperation, and sense
of humor formed the basis of an amicable relationship, since Emory
58. Emory to McClelland, June 19, ·1855, Emory to Radziminski, June 20, 1855,
Radziminski to Emory, July 26, 1855, ,folders 77.and 78, box 8, Emory Papers.
59. Emory to McClelland, October 9, 1855, Samuel Cooper to Emory, January 2,
1856, folders 81 and 83, box 8, Emory Papers.
60. Emory to Radziminski, January 4, 1856, folder 83, box 8, Emory Papers; Emory,
Boundary Survey, I: 24.
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was not easy to get along with. Exacting and demanding, Emory had
had differences with surveyor Gray during the California survey in
1849 while he was chief astronomer. He also had trouble with junior
officers. Although lieutenants Tillinghast, F. W. Smith, and Michler
were excellent officers and hand-picked· for the commission, Emory
became dissatisfied with them, angry over their performance, and tried
to punish them. Then, too, Lieutenant Whipple came to dislike Emory.
He told Colonel Graham frankly: "I have ever said that 1 would not
again serve under the command of Major Emory, if 1 could avoid it."
Even though Whipple had gained considerable experience before and
during the Mexican survey, he did not serve under commissioner Emory.
Radziminski, however, seemed to understand Emory and got his confidence. Without doubt, Emory made an exceptional choice in Radziminski, whose service as surveyor and secretary of the boundary
commission reflected his engineering ability, leadership, and sterling
character. 61
First Lieutenant Radziminski joined the Second U.S. Cavalry Regiment in Texas in March 1856 but served less than three years because
of failing health. He died of tuberculosis on August 18, 1858, while on
sick leave in Memphis, Tennessee. His untimely death ended a promising military career. Yet, he made his mark on the history of the
Southwest. For unknown reasons, Emory gave Radziminski scant credit
in his published report of the survey, and historians have tended to
overlook him. Fortunately, the archives have preserved the record of
Charles Radziminski's substantial role in drawing the long boundary
between Mexico and the United States. 62

61. Amiel W. Whipple to Graham, February 15, 1852, box marked Correspondence
1852, Graham Papers; Lenard E. Brown, Survey of the United States-Mexican Boundary1849-1855 (Washington, D.C.: U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service,
1969),75.
'
62. George F. Price, Across the Continent with the Fifth Cavalry (New York: Antiquarian
Press, 1959),469; Memphis Daily Appeal, August 19, 1858, p. 3. Emory's bare mention of
Radziminski in his published report on the survey could be attributed to Emory's intense
dislike of Bartlett. Robert V. Hine writes that "Emory's attitude toward Bartlett had
turned increasingly sour," and some of that hostility may have influenced Emory's
attitude toward Radziminski. Bartlett is fair to Emory in his Personal Narrative, but Emory
could not resist derogating Bartlett in his official report. Robert V. Hine, Bartlett's West:
Drawing the Mexican Boundary (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968), 89.

